
Lower Key Stage Two  - Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes 

magma Molten rock in the mantle 

lava Magma that has reached the     

surface 

pressure Physical force (pressure builds up 

when tectonic plates lock together 

and can’t move 

friction Resistance or difficulty in moving. 

Tectonic plates are rough and so 

there is friction when they move.  

Basalt Dark-coloured volcanic rock 

Granite Hard rock 

Fold mountain Mountains formed when tectonic 

plates collide and cause the plates 

to wrinkle. 

Ocean trench A deep valley formed on the ocean 

floor where one tectonic plate sub-

ducts under another. 

Tsunami Large ocean wave caused by     

underwater earthquake. 


